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VALHALLA
by Phil Hall
(2005-02-10)
2004, Un-rated, 19 Minutes,  A Jacob Strunk Production
 

"Valhalla" opens with a close-up of a man whose
face is soaked with blood. He is breathing hard and
is clearly agitated.  How agitated is he? Well, he
tries to light a cigarette but keeps fumbling with the
matches for a minute or two until he gets a mini-
blaze going. He enjoys smoking the cigarette, even
though it is not good for his health - and even worse, it's not a Dunhill Red, which is my
favorite cigarette. But then again, no one asked me to provide cigarettes for this film.

Anyway, the blood does not belong to the man, but rather to someone who was on the
receiving end of a crowbar that the man was swinging a few minutes ago. The man's clothing
is bloody, and so are the white walls of the bare room where the altercation took place. The
man laughs a little, cries a little, and smokes a little (taking the lighter from the dead person
since he bumbled his way through the matchbook, leaving it bare). Then he laughs a little
more, cries a little more, smokes a little more, covers the body with a sheet, takes off his
bloody shirt, and sits around smoking while the Creedence Clearwater Revival tune "Lookin'
Out My Back Door" blares on the soundtrack.

And that is "Valhalla." I am sure this 19-minute short means something. Or perhaps I am
being optimistic. Or perhaps I am singing along so happily with the CCR tune and puffing my
Dunhill Reds that it doesn't matter.

Someone named Jacob Strunk made "Valhalla." I have no clue why his film is called "Valhalla."
The film looks good for something shot in an empty room. I am sure he paid a lot  of money to
use "Lookin' Out My Back Door" in his short film. Or maybe he didn't? Does anyone have a
smoke? Or a crowbar? And how come there are no happy animals dancing in my backyard?
All I have is a deranged squirrel who keeps digging holes in the lawn. But no one is making a
movie of that, which is a shame since that's more interesting than "Valhalla." I need a
cigarette.

 

SECOND BANANA
A JOKER'S CARD
CEMETERY
MIDNIGHT CLEAR
SEX,  PAIN AND MURDER, EPISODE FOUR:

RANGE OF CHANGE
A LOT TO ASK

SPITTING REALITY
TAMMY’S SLUMBER PARTY
ARC
DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE!

So, was "Land of the Dead" worth the
wait?

1) Yes! A great  addition to a
classic series of films.
2) No! I can't  believe I was all
excited over...this...
3) I really wasn't  expecting much,
but  it  was cool.
4) I'm confused. Somebody hold
me and stroke my beard.

WAR OF THE WORLDS
MARCH OF THE PENGUINS
LILA SAYS
LAND OF THE DEAD
RIZE
DALLAS 362
HERBIE: FULLY LOADED
ME AND YOU AND EVERYONE WE
KNOW
THE TALENT GIVEN US
BATMAN BEGINS
HOWL’S MOVING CASTLE
HEIGHTS
ETHAN MAO
LORDS OF DOGTOWN
BATMAN BEGINS
HIGH TENSION
MR. & MRS. SMITH
ROCK SCHOOL
FUNNY HA HA
MONSTER-IN-LAW
THE SISTERHOOD OF THE
TRAVELING PANTS
CINDERELLA MAN
CINDERELLA MAN
THE SISTERHOOD OF THE
TRAVELING PANTS
SAVING FACE
A LEAGUE OF ORDINARY
GENTLEMEN
BOMB THE SYSTEM
THE LONGEST YARD
STAR WARS: EPISODE III –
REVENGE OF THE SITH
STAR WARS: EPISODE III –
REVENGE OF THE SITH

Weekend of June 24 - 26
1/1 Batman Begins $26.7/$121.6
2/0 Bewitched $20.2/$20.2
3/2 Mr. & Mrs. Smith $16.7/$125.4
4/0 Herbie: Fully Loaded $12.7/$17.7
5/0 Land of the Dead $10.2/$10.2
6/3 Madagascar $7.3/$160.0
7/4 Star Wars: Episode

III - Revenge of the
Sith

$6.2/$358.6

8/5 The Longest Yard $5.4/$141.8
9/6 The Adventures of

Sharkboy & Lava Girl
$3.4/$30.4

10/7Cinderella Man $3.2/$49.5

NEW ON DVD THIS WEEK!
THE 70'S DIMENSION (DVD)
WAR OF THE WORLDS (DVD)
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